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50 YEARS OF IRELAND IN THE EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITIES 

It will soon be 50 years since the signature of the first accession 
treaty by Denmark, Ireland, Norway and the UK on 22 January 
1972. 

On the occasion, the Council archives have prepared a portfolio 
commemorating the event. 
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- Letter of application for membership (EEC), 31 July 1961 (CF 1801) 

- Letter of application for membership (ECSC), 7 January 1963 (CF 1801) 
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- Speech by Irish Minister for External Relations Patrick Hillery during the ministerial meeting opening the accession 

negotiations with the United Kingdom, Denmark, Ireland and Norway, Luxembourg 30 June 1970 (CM5 ADH1 159) 

- List of participants at the first ministerial EEC-Ireland meeting, 21 September 1970 (CM5 ADH1 213) 

- Irish language: draft statement by the Community delegation, 24 September 1971 (CM5 ADH1 455) 
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List of pictures 

 

Ministerial meeting opening the accession negotiations with the United Kingdom, Denmark, Ireland and Norway, 

Luxembourg 30 June 1970 

 

- General view of the meeting (European Commission Audiovisual portal (ECAV) P-003225/03-30) 

- The Irish delegation: Patrick Hillery, Irish Minister for Foreign Affairs, second from left; Seán P. Kennan, Head of Irish Mission to 

the EC, second from right (ECAV P-003225/02-28) 

- Group photo (ECAV P-003224/02-10) 

 

First EEC-Ireland ministerial meeting, Brussels 21 September 1970 

 

- The Irish delegation (ECAV P-003257/01-27) 

- Patrick Hillery, Irish Minister for External Relations (Council Audiovisual (AV) 1970-00751-726.JPG) 

- From left to right: Hans J. de Koster, State Secretary, Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Gaston Thorn, Luxembourg Minister for 

Foreign Affairs; Patrick Hillery, Irish Minister for External Relations; Pierre Harmel, Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs; Walter 

Scheel, German Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs (Council AV 1970-00741-717.JPG) 

 

Signing ceremony of the accession treaty, Brussels 22 January 1972 

 

- General view of members of the audience in the ceremony hall (ECAV P-002721/14-5) 

- Patrick Hillery, Irish Minister for Foreign Affairs (on left); Jack Lynch, Irish Prime Minister (Council AV 1972-02789-65.JPG) 

- Patrick Hillery, Irish Minister for External Relations (Council AV 1972-02851-127.JPG) 

- Signing of the accession treaty for Ireland: Patrick Hillery, Irish Minister for External Relations and Jack Lynch, Irish Prime 

Minister (Council AV 1972-02826-102.JPG) 
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- Signing of the accession treaty for Ireland: Patrick Hillery, Irish Minister for Foreign Affairs and Jack Lynch, Irish Prime Minister 

(ECAV  P-002721/00-10) 

- Speech by Jack Lynch, Irish Prime Minister (ECAV P-002721/15-12) 

- Group photo (ECAV P-002721/19-7) 

- Group photo (ECAV P-002721/09-29) 
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Ministerial meeting opening the accession negotiations with the United Kingdom, Denmark, Ireland and Norway, 
Luxembourg 30.06.1970. General view of the meeting © European Communities, 1970 

 

 

Ministerial meeting opening the accession negotiations with the United Kingdom, Denmark, Ireland and Norway, 
Luxembourg 30.06.1970.The Irish delegation: Patrick Hillery, Irish Minister for Foreign Affairs, 2nd from the left, and Sean P. 

Kennan, Head of the Mission of Ireland to the EC, 2nd from the right © European Communities, 1970 
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Ministerial meeting opening the accession negotiations with the United Kingdom, Denmark, Ireland and Norway, 
Luxembourg 30.06.1970. Group photo (from left to right): Gaston Thorn, Luxembourgish Minister for Foreign Affairs; 
Joseph Luns, Dutch Minister for Foreign Affairs; Patrick Hillery, Irish Minister for Foreign Affairs; Poul Nyboe Andersen, 

Danish Minister for Economic Affairs and Minister for Nordic and European Affairs; Maurice Schumann, French Minister 
for Foreign Affairs; Pierre Harmel, Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs; Jean Rey, President of the CEC; Walter Scheel, 

German Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs; Anthony Barber, Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster; Svenn Stray, 
Norwegian Minister for Foreign Affairs; Aldo Moro, Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs © European Communities, 1970 
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1st Ministerial meeting EEC-Ireland, Brussels 21 September 1970. The Irish delegation: Sean Morrissey, Deputy Secretary-General to the Irish Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 3rd from the left; 
Patrick Hillery, Irish Minister for Foreign Affairs, 3rd from the right; and Sean P. Kennan, Head of the Mission of Ireland to the EC, 2nd from the right. © European Communities, 1970 
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1st Ministerial meeting EEC-Ireland, Brussels 21 September 1970. Patrick HILLERY, Irish Minister for External Relations © European 
Communities, 1970 

 

 

1st Ministerial meeting EEC-Ireland, Brussels 21 September 1970. From left to right: Hans J. DE KOSTER, State Secretary, Dutch Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs; Gaston THORN, Luxembourg Minister for Foreign Affairs; Patrick HILLERY, Irish Minister for External Relations; Pierre 
HARMEL, Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs; Mr Walter SCHEEL, German Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs © European Communities, 

1970 
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Signing ceremony of the Accession Treaty, Brussels 22 January 1972. General view of members of the audience in 
the ceremony hall © European Communities, 1972 
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Signing ceremony of the Accession Treaty, Brussels 22 January 1972. From left to right: Patrick HILLERY, Irish 
Minister for External Relations; Jack LYNCH, Irish Prime Minister. © European Communities, 1972 

 

 

Signing ceremony of the Accession Treaty, Brussels 22 January 1972. Patrick HILLERY, Irish Minister for External Relations. 
© European Communities, 1972 
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Signing ceremony of the Accession Treaty, Brussels 22 January 1972. Signing of the accession treaty for Ireland : 
Patrick HILLERY, Irish Minister for External Relations; Jack LYNCH, Irish Prime Minister. © European Communities, 

1972 
 

 

Signing ceremony of the Accession Treaty, Brussels 22 January 1972. Signing of the accession treaty for Ireland: 
Patrick Hillery, Irish Minister for Foreign Affairs, and John Lynch, Irish Prime Minister. © European Communities, 1972 
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Signing ceremony of the Accession Treaty, 

Brussels 22 January 1972. Group photo: In the 

front row from left to right, Gaston Thorn, 

Luxembourgish Minister for Foreign Affairs and 

Foreign Trade, Franco Maria Malfatti, President of 

the CEC, Edward Heath, British Prime Minister, and 

John Lynch, Irish Prime Minister; In the 2nd row 

from left to right, Tjerk Westerterp, Dutch 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Jean 

Dondelinger, représentant permanent 

luxembourgeois auprès des CE, Jean-François 

Deniau, Member of the CEC in charge of 

Coordination of Enlargement Negotiation and 

Development Aid, and Wilhelm Haferkamp, Vice-

President of the CEC in charge of Internal Market 

and Approximation of Legislation, Energy, Supply 

Agency, Safeguards and Controls © European 

Communities, 1972 

 

Signing ceremony of the 
Accession Treaty, Brussels 22 
January 1972. Speech by John 
Lynch, Irish Prime Minister 
(Taoiseach), standing in the 
middle, at the podium © 
European Communities, 1972. 
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Signing ceremony of the Accession Treaty, Brussels 22 January 1972. Jens-Otto Krag, Danish 

Prime Minister, Trygve Bratteli, Norwegian Prime Minister, John Lynch, Irish Prime Minister 

(Taoiseach), Edward heath, British prime minister, Franco Maria Malfatti, president of the CEC, 

Gaston Thorn, Luxembourgish Minister for Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Norbert 

Schmelzer, Dutch Minister for Foreign Affairs, Gaston eyskens, Belgian Prime Minister, Walter 

Scheel, German Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs, Maurice schumann, French Minister for 

Foreign Affairs, and Emilio Colombo, Italian Prime Minister (from right to left in the 1st row). © 

European Communities, 1972 
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NOTICE 

This publication is produced by the General 

Secretariat of the Council and is intended for 

information purposes only. It does not involve the 

responsibility of the EU institutions or the member 

states. 

— 

It has been created using a template designed by 

vis.net, the GSC's internal network of visual 

communication practitioners. 

— 

For further information, please contact:  

— 

vis.net@consilium.europa.eu  

— 

© European Union, 2021 

Reproduction is authorised provided the source 

is acknowledged. 

Cover © European Communities, 1972  

For use or reproduction of photos or other material 

that is not under the EU copyright, permission must 

be sought directly from the copyright holders. 

 



54 | EN | December 2021 

 

 

 
 

Rue de la Loi/Wetstraat 175 
1048 Bruxelles • Brussel 
Belgique • België 
Tel. +32 (0)2 281 61 11 
— 
www.consilium.europa.eu 
— 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© Creative services 

 


	50 years of ireland in the european communities
	Signing ceremony of the Accession Treaty, Brussels 22 January 1972. Group photo: In the front row from left to right, Gaston Thorn, Luxembourgish Minister for Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Franco Maria Malfatti, President of the CEC, Edward Heath...

